Emerson Circle Program for October 17, 2011
Circles Essay
Document Website:  www.klitzner.org/Emerson 
Chalice Lighting

Jeannette Blaquiere
Welcome


Herb Klitzner
Brief Description of the Planned Year (See Program Schedule on page 2)
       including Format of Sessions / Experimentation

CIRCLES READING - PART 1  (25 minutes)

Reading #1  (PROLOGUE )
Excerpt from Ross Posnock essay, on the “Theorists of Immaturity: 
  Emerson, Philip Roth,and  recent Eastern European writers (Havel, etc.)

Reading #2  and Discussion
Circles essay by Emerson, p. 238-240 (end of essay)

CIRCLES READING - PART 2  (25 minutes)

Reading #3 and Discussion
Circles essay by Emerson, p. 228-232 (beginning of essay)

BREAK (10 minutes)


AFTER BREAK:

PLANNING  (approx 12 minutes)
CIRCLES READING - PART 3  (30 minutes)
Reading #4 and Discussion
Circles essay by Emerson, (interior of essay)

EMERSON CIRCLE -- GROUP CHOICE:

As a group, we can read the middle part of the essay, OR

We can select paragraphs or pages to read and discuss, OR
Some of each of the above.

CLOSING:  (10 minutes)

· SELECTION OF 3 INTERESTING POINTS THAT EMERGED THIS EVENING -- 
Purpose is to begin the process of write up as a summary, and put on our Emerson Circle Web Resource. 
Note: We can later turn this material into a blog entry for the congregation’s benefit.

· PREVIEW OF NEXT MONTH
NOTE: Our website is www.klitzner.org/Emerson  (be sure to use the Capital E) – website for documents.
Materials Below:

· Program Schedule
· Planning Topics

· Opening Words
PROGRAM SCHEDULE
Members are encouraged to become session leaders for topics of interest for unscheduled months. The topic can be (1) a historical figure of interest to you who is relatable to Emerson’s ideas and writings, or (2) can be an Emerson essay that you lead us in reading and discussing together. See Herb Klitzner or Janet Swinburne if you are interested in doing this. 

· October, November, December – Our connecting theme is EMERSON’S INFLUENCE ON EUROPEAN WRITERS, THEN AND NOW.

· October – read from and discuss the essay Circles by Emerson, and also refer to Self-Reliance and Nature. (Session leaders: Members of the Group). Also discuss program ideas for the year, including additional topics for program sessions that Emerson Circle members might like to give, and put on the schedule.

· November – Emerson and Adam Mickiewicz/Eastern Europe  (Session leader: Herb Klitzner)

· December -- Emerson and Nietzsche (Session leader: Jeannette Blaquiere)


· January, February, March --  Our connecting theme is EMERSON’S INFLUENCE ON AMERICAN WRITERS.  

· January – Emerson essay(s), leading into connecting theme for next two sessions

· February – Emerson and Walt Whitman -- Janet Swinburne

· March – Emerson and Dewey -- Arthur Rifkin


· April, May, June – Our Spring season is devoted to several different SPECIAL TOPICS AND ACTIVITIES. 

· April – open topic 

· May – (Tentative) -- discuss April guest lecture by Dan McKanan on Emerson and the American Left

· June – Emerson and Music – members of the Circle (up to 4 presenters); music and Internet may be included.
Note: In addition to our Monday night Circle meetings, sometime around April we expect that Dan McKanan, a special guest from Harvard, will give a lecture on Emerson and the American Left on a Friday night or Sunday afternoon. This event is open to the whole congregation.
PLANNING MATERIAL

PLANNING  (approx 12 minutes)
1. Volunteer Openings  for session leaders in the Spring (April, May, June; also January)
And ,what are your individual interests in Emerson topics, even if you might not want to lead a session this year?
· April -- Theme is open -- a topic or personality related to Emerson.
· May (team approach)-- Emerson and American Left – discussion of Dan McKanan talk, given tentatively in April.

· June (team approach) -- Emerson and Music 

· Emerson on music

· Music referring to Emerson (movement of Ives Concord piano sonata)

· Emerson quotations and poetry superimposed on music. 

· January (team approach)—Emerson essay connecting to Whitman and Dewey in Feb & March

1. Blue Skies possibilities to consider 

· EXTENDED DEVELOPMENT TO AN OUTER CIRCLE:  
How to serve people who can’t currently make Monday night meetings (course conflicts, family obligations, transportation, etc.)–

· Perhaps create an informal virtual Emerson Community & Emerson Exploration Center at Shelter Rock, for members and others who are interested or curious about Emerson, and who want to read, learn, and explore Emerson – as well as related personalities and questions. 
This is a source of future participants and of further ideas and knowledge.

· We now have an informal website - available for the purpose of identifying and downloading documents used in our Emerson Circle discussions, as well as some interesting enrichment documents by authors we identify and describe for you.

· www.klitzner.org/Emerson  (use capital E)

· INTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT:  
How to extend our Circle activities occasionally beyond our session format? 

· Perhaps through small groups of interested people from our Circle, and others, who meet as needed for the purposes of research, further discussion on particular topics, and special projects.

· DEVELOPING A HOME BASE:  
Where to do this most appropriately, and have books, resources, and laptops available?  

· TRC (Teacher Resource Center for RE and Adult Programs)?  
This library+ has facilities for research and small discussion groups. 
Note: With advance notice, it can support online research, now the church has implemented wireless broadband access of the Internet.

· Another location?

· A CLEAR, THOUGHTFUL VOICE FOR THE GROUP TO PROJECT BEYOND THE SESSION ROOM

· To the Congregation (whoever is interested)

· Beyond the congregation, to people like us, or of interest to us 
(e.g. Stony Brook UU group -- and authors such as Ross Posnock or Dan McKanan)


· HOW: 
BEGIN TO WRITE SMALL BLOGS 
Later use ADDITIONAL TOOLS – BUT START WITH BLOGS 
(It’s like a magazine with modest columns, continuing themes, reflections and distilled questions; Jeannette is experienced and can help us explore and experiment with this – several voices on average each time after a session. We can try it.)

· MODEST CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT –THIS IS A RELATED OPPORTUNITY TO BLOGS AND OUR PROGRAM ARCHITECTURE– 
use this material to begin to shape a sharable curriculum with other congregations, based on our annual program themes, figures, and text resources.

OPENING WORDS
David Pogue, NYT, Oct 6, 2011 – Pogue’s online column (Pogue’s Posts) – Steve Jobs (excerpt from end of column)

In 2005, Steve Jobs gave the commencement address to the graduating students at Stanford. He told them the secret that defined him in every action, every decision, every creation of his tragically unfinished life:

“Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped by dogma — which is living with the results of other people’s thinking. Don’t let the noise of others’ opinions drown out your own inner voice. And most important, have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They somehow already know what you truly want to become. Everything else is secondary.”
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