Favorite Emerson Passages

Sharing And Discussion Of Favorite Individual Emerson Passages That Each of Us Brought To
The Final Monthly Session of Shelter Rock Emerson Circle under Barry Andrews’ Leadership
June 6, 2011
(Compiled by Jeannette Blaquiere and Herb Klitzner)
	Contributor
	Emerson Essay or Poem
	Source
	Comment

	Herb Klitzner
	May Day (pub. 1866)
See Supplement #2

Also see Supplement #1: Poem from Lecture at Free Religious Assn (1867).
	May Day excerpt (21 lines),
p.465-466, Carlos Baker, 
Emerson Among the Eccentrics .  Chapter 45:  Tales of a Grandfather
	Re-expressing youth in poetry at age 62. 

Title poem of book by same name (1866)

	Jeannette Blaquiere

	Emerson Immersion [Multimedia Presentation by Jeannette Blaquire]
See attached PDF: 
“Emerson Immersion”
Also see Supplement #4:
3 slide excerpts from 20.
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	Janet Swinburne 
	Society and Solitude

See attached PDF: 
EmersonCircle (1st doc)
	
	“God works in moments …
Let the measure of time be spiritual, not mechanical.”

	Barry Andrews
	A Larger Sphere
(Chapter of book)

See attached PDF: 
EmersonCircle (3rd doc)

Also see Supplement #3: 
Lecture, Parker Fraternity, Dec. 1, 1870
(On same theme – A larger sphere.)
	(From the essay Circles?)
See also (below) a similar passage from a lecture (Parker Fraternity)  quoted in George Willis Cooke’s Ralph Waldo Emerson: 
Life, Writings, and Philosophy. (Google Books)
	The desire to wish to live repeatedly in a larger sphere.

“I do not wish to live to wear out my boots.”

	Arthur Rifkin
	Nature

See attached PDF: 
EmersonCircle (2nd doc)
	The Spiritual Emerson
p.48-50
Shakespeare/Prospero
	Examines the Timelessness of the creative artist/writer’s ability to form interrelationships between previously unrelated objects, events, and people.

	Ruth Reeves
	[selection not determined] 
	
	

	Diane Nehas
	[selection not determined]
	
	

	
	
	
	


SUPPLEMENT: Four reading excerpts
#1

Lecture, 1867 (not read in June session, found by Herb Klitzner online, related to The Over-Soul)
http://www.davemckay.co.uk/philosophy/emerson/emerson.php?name=emerson.11.miscellanies.27 

XXVII. REMARKS AT ORGANISATION OF FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION

Boston, May 30, 1867.

IN many forms we try
To utter God’s infinity,
But the Boundless hath no form,
And the Universal Friend
Doth as far transcend
An angel as a worm.
The great Idea baffles wit,
Language falters under it,
It leaves the learned in the lurch;
Nor art, nor power, nor toil can find
The measure of the eternal Mind,
Nor hymn nor prayer nor church.

#2
May Day excerpt (read by Herb Klitzner, from Carlos Baker: Emerson Among the Eccentrics)
Come the tumult whence it will.
Voice of sport, or rush of wings,
It is a sound, it is a token
That the marble sleep is broken,
And a change has passed on things, 
For thou O Spring! Canst renovate 
All that high God did first create.
Be still his arm and architect,
Rebuild the ruin, mend defect,
Not less renew the heart and brain,
Scatter the sloth, wash out the stain,
Make the aged eye sun-clear.
To parting soul bring grandeur near.
An energy that searches thorough
From Chaos to the dawning morrow;
Into all our human plight,
The soil’s pilgrimage and flight;
In city or in solitude, Step by step lifts bad to good,
Without halting, without rest,
Lifting Better up to Best…
#3
Lecture, Parker Fraternity, Dec. 1, 1870
See line 4, “a larger sphere,” relates to reading excerpt from chapter “A Larger Sphere,” read as I recall by Ruth Reeves (“I do not wish to live to wear out my boots.”)
[image: image2.jpg]for e Coty, Ca Wright, P, Ran,
Pythagons, .. avd e Emerso.





#4

Jeannette Blaquiere – Emerson Immersion:
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Three excerpts from 20-image presentation


[image: image4.jpg]“There is nothing capricious in nature. In nature the implsnt-
ing of @ desire indicates that the gratification of that desire is in
the constitution of that creature that feels it. If there is a desire
to live in a larger sphere, or with more knowledge and power, it is
because life and knowledge and power are good for us, and we are
the rational depositories of such things. A future state is an illu-
sion for the ever-present state. It isn't length of Life, but depth of

t isn't duration, but a taking of the soul out of time. The
al world takes place, the ever-present, that which is alwa
the same. And this is the way we riss in being. 1 know that
univerae can receive no detriment, that there is & remedy for every
wrong, and a saisfation for every soul.

I have heard that death us’ away from ill things, not
from good. I have heard, that, when we pronounce the name of
‘man, we pronounce the belief of immortality. All great natures
delight in stability; all grest men find eternity affirmed in the very
promise of their faculties. Life is not long enough for art, not long
enough for friendship. The evidence from intellect is as valid as
the evidence from love. The being that can share a thought and
feeling 80 sublime as confidence in truth, is no mushroom; our

i faction with any other solution is the blazing evidence of
immortality.” 1






