MUSIC TAPE

Seder 1998

[original date of playlist computer file was Feb. 5, 1998
[Making Connections: Cultural Richness, Cultural Freedom, European Folk Legends]

UUCSR Congregational Seder

Transmitting a culture, transmitting a set of hard-won meanings, gained through struggle, mistakes, inner contentions, outer challenges with would-be conquerors -- or real but temporary tyrants, and ultimate celebrations, this is the challenge of a people’s culture to those who would carry it on, and who would carry it along on the outward journey from its point of origin, in Europe, in Asia, in Africa, in the Americas.

For this tape, we look at the Middle Ages of Europe, at Jewish, Celtic, and Finnish expressions of their life and their early history, of that which is worth remembering.

What is remembered is often noble, sometimes humorous and surprising. It is the patchwork that makes the description of life authentic.

In turn, these thoughts are juxtaposed with modern concerns about the challenge and meaning of life, and the flow of the tides of fortune in and out of our lives, as individuals and as cultures.

Playlist:

Side A:  Prelude

Along the Shoreline / Island (CD) / David Arkenstone / Narada (1989)

For me, this speaks of:

· Embarking on a journey to chart ancient and future territories; 

· Making new connections - new roads to join previously unconnected hilltops and lookouts;

· Marvelling at the interface of earth and water, representing tradition and interpretation – and circumnavigating the island so as to view the fuller shape of the island object we call past and to be awakened by new uses of that past.

Mi al ha Horeb (Eulogy of Moses) / by Obadaiah the Proselyte (12th Century) / The Sacred Bridge / Boston Camarata (Joel Cohen, Director) / Erato (1990)

After thousands of years of an oral Jewish music tradition, this is the earliest notated Jewish work in existence. “We owe its existence to a Sicilian monk, Giovanni, who, converting to Judaism, moving to Egypt, and taking the name of Obadaiah, brought with him into the Jewish community the knowledge of medieval musical notation.

[condensed lyrics]

“Who stood on Mt. Horeb absorbing the content of ‘Stand with Me’, as Moshe? (Deut.5:28)” …

“Who visioned statutes for multitudes ‘in revelation, not in riddles,” as Moshe? (Numbers 12:8)”

Laments and Dances, from the Irish (1990) / Arnold Black / The Newman & Oltman Guitar Duo with the Turtle Island String Quartet / Laments and Dances: Music from the Folk Traditions / MusicMasters Classics (1994)

Lord.Galwey’s Lament and The Cleric’s Dance 

Reeling

The Sacred Bridge / Boston Camarata (Joel Cohen, Director) / Erato (1990)

En Ciudad Noble y Encina (instrumental - Sephardic)

Yo Hanino, Tu Hanina (Sephardic)

“…And children born of us … will be like the sun and the moon….”
Des Oge Mais Quer Eu Trobar (Songs of Mystical Spain)

“From this day henceforth I wish to compose yet more songs for the honored Lady” 

(The court of the Spanish King, Alfredo el Sabor, compiled the Cantigas, a collection of music from diverse and inclusive sources, Christian, Muslim, and Jewish. This is a Christian song about Mary from this collection. Materials from medieval many cross-pollinated sources are featured in the beautiful CD, the Sacred Bridge, which looks at the richness that each musical culture drew and reinterpreted from the other.)
Hal’luyah -- Psalm 150 / Cantor Debbie Friedman / Renewal of Spirit (CD) / Sounds Write (1995)

Irish Coffee / JPP / The Devil’s Polska: New Finnish Folk Fiddling (CD) / Green Linnet (1995)

Cross-pollination of Irish patterns with Finnish string textures and harmonies, by one of the most creative and resourceful folk group in Europe

B’yado (final verse of Adon Olam) / Cantor Debbie Friedman / Renewal of Spirit (CD) / Sounds Write (1995)

My life is ever in His hand,

With him there is no fear, 

When I sleep and when I wake

I know that He is near.

Laments and Dances, from the Irish (1990) / Arnold Black / The Newman & Oltman Guitar Duo with the Turtle Island String Quartet / Laments and Dances: Music from the Folk Traditions / MusicMasters Classics (1994)

Carolan’s Concerto

The Tide Will Rise / Bruce Hornsby / Harbor Lights (CD) / BMG (1993)

[condensed lyrics]

Sometimes I get lucky

Most times I come up short …

The tide will rise 

And the tide will fall

We’ll be out on the water

Before the break of dawn

The tide will rise 

And the tide will fall

Oh, we’ll be working on the waterWhen the long, long day is gone

Full moon it was always best

Keep a little and you sell the rest

Living on hope that the seed is sown again …

Never bowed to no one

Always went my own way

Broke down, ran aground, but I won’t run away

And the tide will rise.

Dying to Live / Edgar Winter / White Trash (CD) / CBS-Epic

[last verse]

…You know I used to life my life as an illusion

But reality will make my dreams come true.

So I’ll be fighting to live until there’s no reason to fight

And I’ll keep trying to be until the end is in sight

You know I’m trying to live until you’ll give me a try

You know I’m dying to live until I’m ready to die.

Suantrai / Anuna / traditional, ar. F.O’Cearbhaill / Anuna (“unique young vocal & instrumental group, atmospherically performing 12 centuries of Celtic music”) (CD) / Celtic Heartbeat (1993)

A Scottish Lullaby
Morning Has Broken / Lydia Gray / In the Garden (CD) / Johnson Gray Music (1995)

Shower (excerpt) / A Calmer Panorama / Tim Wheater / Imagemaker Sound and Vision (1988)

[not actually recorded on the tape]
Side B: Not Used

