
Bio -- Herb Klitzner

Herb has always pursued interests in history, including the

history of education in America, but began a science and

math career in 1962 in order to participate in modern

technological and social change. This interest quickly led

him into the field of computer applications to science, education and business. He worked for the

Port Authority of New York, Nabisco, and CUNY on large-scale innovative projects in the

1960s.

In 1966, working with the Port Authority World Trade Center soils engineers/planners team, he

programmed the computer model representing changing stresses on the foundation wall during

the construction process, at every horizontal and vertical foot along the 12-block perimeter. In

this way, later flaws in the wall were avoided, and the wall still stands.

Later he became interested in understanding human learning processes and how to create

computer tools to facilitate learning in various ways. (Today’s Internet is one of those ways.) In

the 1970s and 1980s, he did Ph.D.-level research studies at CUNY in the sub-fields of cognition,

development, learning processes, and artificial intelligence. As part of this training, he co-

designed a pioneering comprehensive computer center for the blind at CUNY/Baruch, which still

operates today.

Based on these experiences, he successfully analyzed and forecast the quickly evolving markets

for personal computer technology in 1980, and in 1984 wrote a book with his wife, Carol,

published by Simon and Schuster, that helped parents of that early time to make decisions about

getting computers for kids, based partly on individual differences in kids.

More recently, in 2001-2003, he became familiar with Baltic culture and history for the first time

when, as a Participating Listener via the Internet, he periodically broadcast eclectic music

programs on Estonia Radio. This later led him to investigate Baltic connections to early

Unitarian history, and discovering that the Lithuanian city of Birzai, where his own father was

born, had once been a powerful center for the development of tolerance and Protestantism in

Lithuania in 1550-1650 and had retained its traditions for 500 years in spite of great external

pressures.

Herb’s grandparents there were a young open-minded traditional rabbi and his wife, a young

feminist with a love for political discussion, community-building, and social justice who soon

came to the American Upper Midwest in 1907 to carry on their particular mix of Jewish and 500-

year old Baltic-Protestant-community values of tolerance, adding to many communities’ long-

time institutions of caring pioneered by dedicated individuals in the Roman Catholic Church.



Their son, Joseph (Herb’s father), following his mother’s vision, became a people’s protections

lawyer in service to the community as a volunteer New Deal in the 1930s and 1940s, writing

landmark legislation in Michigan for Workers’ Compensation and other basic rights of workers.

The 10th Anniversary of September 11th inspired Herb to learn more about the nature of this rich

Baltic history.

He sees that “As we come to see how interdependent we all are, we realize that this

interdependence is not only on each other for goods and services, but for wisdom hard gained,

for sharing of beauty and inspiration, and for confidence that we have a future together.”


