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The Lost Continent of Tolerance

1200-1658
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Welcome
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Commonalities
• Lithuanian and Unitarian History and Culture 

have many commonalities among our values, 
perceptions, and goals:

– Tolerance works and is needed.

– Positive multicultural policies work and create 
economic and cultural growth for a society.

– Even though a Nation or a Religious Movement is 
small , it can create large effects by using its 
values.

– Unitarianism is not a stranger to Lithuania – it was 
there for 110 years and was an integral partner in 
governing the country.1/12/2011 4



1/12/2011 5



WORKSHOP FLOW

• First Half—7:40 to 8:30
– The Baltic – Looking at Several Maps
– History:  Successive Influences of Paganism, Catholicism, 

Reformation, and Unitarianism (1200 to 1600 A.D.)
– Culture: Music (Estonia Radio)

• 10 Minute Break—8:30 to 8:40

• Second Half—8:40 to 9:30
– Small Group Activity
– History: Lithuania Provides Religious Sanctuary 1600-1660, 

Counter-Reformation and exile 
Contemporary  History  (1900-present)

– Feature – Selected UUCSR members with roots in the 
Baltic

– Culture: Poetry (Binkis & Mickiewicz) and Music (Latvian 
Lullaby)

– Discussion: Projects that could be done1/12/2011 6



Objectives for Workshop

DEVELOP A COMFORT LEVEL WITH:

•MAPS OF BALTIC AREA

•BOOKS – The most influential books describing Lithuanian 
history, Unitarian history, and Tolerance concepts

•FAMILIES -- Key ruling families in Lithuania during 1350 to 
1650

• Wealthy, progressive, and politically powerful Radziwill
family.

• Jagiellonian Kings, ruling Lithuania and Poland jointly.
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Objectives for Workshop (cont.)

UNDERSTAND TOLERANCE

•Recognize the stages of development in 
Lithuanian tolerance, from pagan to Christian 
to Reformation/Refuge times.

•Trace its influences on European and 
American religious rights.

•Understand the difference between true 
tolerance (affirmative)  and limited tolerance 
(defensive).

•Understand the role of Polish and Lithuanian 
Unitarians in defining and exemplifying true 
tolerance.
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What We Received From Lithuania

• More than just rights and practices

• More than just attitudes toward tolerance

• We received a chance to insight into right 
living and successful relationships with people 
who are different  from us – HOW to live in a 
cosmopolitan community. This is the Radziwill 
legacy of the past, and the living Lithuanian 
legacy for creating tomorrow.

1/12/2011 9



HISTORICAL EXPERTISE

– I’m not a historian / I’m an amateur researcher of 
technological and social trends. 

• So I looked for gaps and contradictions, found common 
and uncommon resources, and integrated them into a 
story.

– Some of you will have more extensive specific 
knowledge than me, for example in topics such as 
Teutonic Knights in Prussia, or Unitarians in 
Poland. 

• So, at key points and where helpful, we will use a 
workshop approach to learn from each other (to the 
extent it fits our time constraints).
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THE
BALTIC
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Baltic Coast
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THE BALTIC REGION

• “The Baltic Sea … is our Mediterranean of the 
North, just as open to all cultures as the Other 
Mediterranean, which has been the cradle of 
European civilization in the South.” 

[Lennart Meri, first President of Post-Soviet 
Estonia, and maker of documentary films.]
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BALTIC REGION (at various times)
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Border Expansion and Contraction
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Lithuania Map
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Teutonic Era Map
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TIMELINE  - RELIGION

1. 1200-1386 – Pagan/ also Eastern Orthodox 
(Ukraine/Belarus - vassal)

2. 1386 – 1550 – Roman Catholic/Eastern Orthodox

3. c. 1550-1658 – Protestant Control via Lithuanian 
Protestant Union – Note: Included Unitarians) and Easter 
Orthodox allies

Lithuania was a mix of Diverse Religious Cultures

• Nobles of all religions were present in Parliament

• See Thomas Carew Report (1590) for description

• Contrast with England – no Jews permitted from 
1200 to mid-1600s

4. 1921-2010 (Constitutions of all 3 classic Baltic states 
guarantees religious liberty and minority cultural rights. 
Further, Estonia has no state religion.)
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Pagan Times
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Romuva – Pagan Revival
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Ancient Pagan Songs/ Tunes 
(arrangement updated by youth)

Bitele (Bees)
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Ancient Lithuanian Songs

“ZALVARINIS” Folk Rock Group (2004)
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Lithuanian Paganism –
Key Principles

From the Official Lithuanian Romuva website:

The Basics of the Faith:   7 Principles

1. That the Lithuanian Baltic Religion is the ancient indigenous native national religion of 
the Lithuanians.

2. That the Religion is firmly and deeply rooted in the personal experience of the 
Lithuanian way of life, world concept and world view as manifest in Lithuanian ethnic 
culture. Dainos play a special part in the religion: they are the ancient songs and hymns.

3. People have spiritual or religious experiences. One of the early 20thC proponents of 
Baltic Faith, Vydunas, called these experiences “spiritual awakening”.
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4. People seek inner peace and harmony (darna): with themselves, 

with their families, with their communities, with their ancestors, and 

with the universe.

5. Everything is sacred. This is an expression of the basic morality,  

dora, which permeates Baltic Faith.

6. All religions have similar goals. Baltic Faith tolerates foreign 

religions without proselytising.

7. Romuva practices Baltic Faith.

Basic: reverence for trees, reverence for fire (Gabija)

Note: Boldface used above was added by me for emphasis.

Source:  www.romuva.lt/en.html (See full description of Lithuanian Pagan 

Religion, as supported by the 100-year old Romuva movement, at this 

English link in Lithuania.)
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Pagan Religion in Lithuania

• Practiced until 1700 in Lithuania.
• Remembered fondly by many today (in all three 

Baltic countries) as a communion with nature in a 
world of threatened ecology.

• Modern form (Romuva movement) was submitted to 
Parliament in 2002 recognition as an authentic 
Lithuanian religious institution – eligible for 
recognition in 25 years. An opposition move is afoot 
to change this requirement to 50 years.

• The chief pagan holiday, St. John’s Day (the pagan 
holiday’s later Christianized name), was declared a 
national holiday in 2003.
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Romuva Beliefs and Practices
(Lithuanian Neo-Pagan Movement)

• Romuva is a polytheistic pagan faith which asserts 
the sanctity of nature as well as the practice of 
ancestor veneration. Adherents of Romuva believe 
that the souls of those who die continue to exist in 
the afterlife and stay with the living family and 
descendants, prior to reincarnation. Confession is 
based on preserved Lithuanian pagan customs and 
archaic pre-Christian folklore.

• Compare with Celtic and Vedic beliefs.
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Baltic Polytheism

The Holy Forest / Sacred Groves

Sacred groves have survived in the Baltic states longer than in other parts 

of Europe. 

The main Baltic Prussian sanctuary, which is also considered a sacred 

grove was Romowe [same name as ROMUVA – the Lithuanian Neo-

Pagan Movement, 1900 to today]. 

The last extermination of sacred groves was carried out in the lands of 

present-day Lithuania after its Christianization in 1387 and Samogitia in 

1413. 

A sacred grove is known as alka(s) in Lithuanian. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holy_Forest
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Trees as Conduits of Baltic Pagan Worship -
Connecting One To Ancestors and Nature

• Kirile Loo (Estonia) –
Music CD – Lullabies for Husbands
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Early
Lithuanian Kings 
and Grand Dukes
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Early Kings and Grand Dukes
(see Wikipedia)

Kings (1200s) –king title used only once or twice (debated)

• Mindaugas (consolidation)
Note: Followed by a period of confusion without a king

Grand Dukes (equivalent role to king without receiving “blessed 
crown” externally from a figure like Holy Roman Emperor)

• Gediminas  (aggressive defense, expansion)

• Algirdas (heroic, power-sharing, expansionary)

• Vytautas (went to Rome to convert and arrange a truce with 
Teutonic Knights. The Pope couldn’t deliver results, so Lithuanian 
leaders insisted he dis-convert in order to lead them again. 

King of Poland (Jagiello’s heirs given rights to Lithuanian throne)

• Jagiello – son of Algirdas (Poland alliance)
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Early Kings and Grand Dukes
(variations in name spelling – Lith/Polish)

POLISH / Lithuanian

Jagiello / Jogaila

Jadwiga /Hedwiga

Radziwill / Radvila

Nicolas / Mikolaj - (Radziwill the Red / Black)

Grodno / Hrodna (Belarus)

Memel / Klaipeda (Lith/Prussian Baltic Port)

Kovno / Kaunas  (Lith City of Artists)
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Tribes, Kings, and Grand Dukes

• When the various Lithuanian pagan tribes were threatened 
(circa 1200-1400) with conquest by the Teutonic Knights of 
the Cross (Prussian Empire) and the  Teutonic Knights of the 
Cross (later Livonian Empire and eventually Latvia),  they 
chose a war leader and formed the nation of Lithuania.

• As a result, by the 1420s, the nation of Lithuania extended 
from the Baltic Sea all the way down to the Black Sea.

• At first the Lithuanians had a King, but, after the first two 
kings, this title was changed to Grand Duke of Lithuania, 
primarily because of issues in obtaining authorized crowns.

• Samogetia – special case in NorthWest – last to become 
Christian (1413), and first to become Protestant (c. 1547).
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Lithuania Timeline (Overview - Part 1)

Political Events Tolerance

1200

to

1300

Various pagan tribal regions are invaded by 

Teutonic Orders in Prussia and Latvia areas.

Lithuanian nation is organized among the 

Balto-speaking tribes.

Lithuania is a specific target of later 

Crusades in Europe.

Invaders are the Knights of the Cross (Prussia) 

and Knights of the Sword (Latvia/Livonia). 

These invaders have already conquered related 

ethnic Lithuanian tribes and regions, such as 

Old Prussia and the Latvian tribes.

1300

to

1400

Back-and-forth movement toward Christianity 

from paganism, with serious resistance.

Grand Duke of Lithuania (Jagiello, a pagan) 

converts in 1386 in order to marry Hedwig 

of Poland, and then assumes both thrones 

(1387).

Jews with craft, engineering, and other skills 

are welcomed to Lithuania from Germany 

starting in 1316 and again in 1386.

Although officially Christian since 1387, the 

leaders of Lithuania were careful to preserve 

religious/ethnic rights for all peoples on their 

lands, including the Orthodox vassal state 

within the present Ukraine, and Jews, Karaites, 

and Moslem Tartars.

1400

to

1550

Samogetia region is won back from Prussians 

(1413). 

Rise of Radziwill family’s economic and 

political power, based in the key towns of 

Samogetia, in Western Lithuania.

Tolerance (religious freedom) was always the 

Radziwill family policy.

They enforced this policy in all of their 

hundreds of private towns and plantations 

(manors), and used it as a strategy to grow and 

prosper, gaining skills from many places.1/12/2011 35



Toleration and Protection of Jews --
The  Exception and the Rule

• In general, “internal treaties” were respectfully upheld 
(referring to basic terms of settlement on Lithuanian 
lands, including self-rule, same as with Moslem Tartars 
and Jewish Karaites).

• Notable exception was brief exile during
1495-1503, when an unwise crown prince took over 
ahead of time as Grand Duke in Lithuania, while his 
wise father remained King of Poland.

• In 1503 the father took back the reins and reinstated 
the Jews, who had moved to just beyond the  border 
until the situation resolved.1/12/2011 36



Jews in Early Polish History
Protection by King Casimir III (ruled 1333-1370)

Relationship with the Jews
• King Casimir was favorably disposed 

toward Jews. On 9 October 1334, he 
confirmed the privileges granted to 
Jewish Poles in 1264 by Bolesław V the 
Chaste. Under penalty of death, he 
prohibited the kidnapping of Jewish 
children for the purpose of enforced 
Christian baptism. He inflicted heavy 
punishment for the desecration of 
Jewish cemeteries.

• Although Jews had lived in Poland since 
before the reign of King Casimir, he 
allowed them to settle in Poland in 
great numbers and protected them as 
people of the king.[3]
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Casimir the Great and Jews
Painting by Wojciech Gerson (1831-1901)
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Artist - Wojciech Gerson (1831-1901

• Painting is in National 

Museum of Warsaw

• See beautiful large collection 
of his other paintings online, 
in “Wikipedia Commons.”

• http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Wojciech_Gerson
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Painting – Homeless Girl (1856)
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Jagiellonian Kings

• Eleven Kings in the Dynasty:

– First of Eleven: Jagiello  (Wladyslaw II Jagiello)
(ruled 1387-1434 with Queen Jadwiga 1384-1399)

– Last of Eleven: Sigismund II Augustus ruled 
1548-1572, and had no heir.  

Note: His nephew was the Unitarian King of 
Transylvania (Janos II Sigismund)
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Marriage of Jadwiga and Jagiello (1386)

• Poland and Lithuania become “In-Laws”

– The two countries shared a king --
but not laws and customs.

– However, some were coordinated.

• 200 years later, in 1569, a confederation  
was formed (called the Lublin Union). 

– Laws in common increased, including 
sweeping religious tolerance laws.

– But Lithuania continued to conduct an 
independent foreign policy.1/12/2011 42



continued

• Finally, in 1654 when Poland failed to come to 
the aid of Lithuania when Russia attacked and 
took part of the Ukraine and other Eastern 
territories, Lithuania resolved to find another 
partner – Protestant Sweden.

• A proposed new confederation with Sweden --
the Kedainiai Union (KU) -- was approved by 
all factions of Lithuania in 1655, but was 
disrupted by an invasion – by Sweden!
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continued
• The result, after much fighting and confusion, 

was that Poland took control of Lithuania, in 
1658.

• Poland eliminated tolerance, banished all 
Unitarians (on penalty of death after 1661), 
and severely restricted all other Protestants. 

• Some converted to Roman Catholicism.

• Many Protestants left Lithuania, emigrating to 
Holland & America (especially Hudson Valley).

• Lithuania became a province of Poland and in 
1795 became a province of Greater Russia.1/12/2011 44



Barbara Radziwill Marries King 
Sigismund II (1547)
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Ghost of Barbara Radziwill --
Painting by Gerson Wojciech

• Barbara Radziwill falls ill and dies six 
months after becoming Queen of 
Poland (and Grand Duchess of 
Lithuania) in 1550, three years after 
marrying Sigismund in secret.

• Poisoning  by her mother-in-law is 
suspected but the suspicion is 
unresolved.

• A popular movie was made in 
Europe with this story. 

• In this painting, her ghost appears 
to King Sigismund II, uncle of the 
Unitarian Transylvanian King Janos II 
Sigismund
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Jagiellonian Kings

• Sigismund I the Old (1467-1548)

– Worked directly with Copernicus (1526) on a plan for new coinage. Copernicus 
wrote a study on the value of money, “Monetae cudendae ratio,” that was 
read by leaders throughout Poland and Prussia.

– Promoted culture of humanism and married an proponent, Bona Sforza of 
Milan.

– Was nevertheless harsh and intolerant in his rule, and clumsy in his foreign 
policy.

– His son Augustus and daughter Isabella, with their tasteful training and 
modern examples, became his opposite – tolerant, subtle, and skilled.

• Sigismund II Augustus (1520-1572)

– Brilliant leader and statesman, sophisticated foreign policy, proponent of 
Renaissance culture, defender of rights of Jews in Lithuania despite pressure 
from the Pope. Literate in numerous languages, vast personal library.

– UNITARIAN NEPHEW: Janos II Sigismund (Unitarian King of Transylvania) –
daughter of Isabella (Sigismund II’s sister). He established national tolerance in 
Transylvania (1568, Edict of Torda).
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Relationship between Radziwill Family, 
Polish-Lithuanian Jagiellonian Kings, and Transylvanian 

Unitarian King
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Radziwill Family 

The Radziwill families collaborated closely with royalty (i.e. 
Grand Dukes of Lithuania) since 1400.

– Krzysztof Oscik (1400) was keeper (manager) of the royal castle.

– Radziwill (first name) Oscik (1452) helped the Grand Duke after a failed palace 
coup, and was rewarded with (new) lands in Samogetia and elsewhere.

– Radziwill divided his lands and private cities among 4 sons, all using his name 
as a last name.

– By 1550, the Radziwill family members were very wealthy and leaders of state, 
often occupying key positions in government -- prime minister, manager of the 
royal court, and army chief.

– Tolerance was always the key policy of Radziwill control of hundreds of private 
plantations and private cities across Lithuania and Poland. The Radziwills 
unequivocally guaranteed religious freedom for all its private inhabitants. This 
practice went back to the 1400s.

– Many branches of family developed – Catholic, Calvinist, Unitarian, and other.
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Genealogy of Key Radziwill Rulers

Krzysztof Oscik

(late 1300s to 1442)

Radziwill [first name]

(early 1400s to 1477)

Mikolaj

I [Nicholas] Radziwill

(died 1510)

Mikolaj II 

Radziwill

of Goniadz

(1470-1522)

Barbara Radziwill

(1510-1551)

Queen of Poland

Jan Mikolaj 

Radziwill of Olyka/

Nieswiez 

(died 1522)

Janusz II Radziwill

(1612 -1655)

Boguslaw Radziwill

(1620-1669)

Janusz I Radziwill

(1579-1620)

Krzysztof Radziwill

(The Thunderbolt)

(1547-1603)

Keeper of Royal 

Castle in Vilnius

Grand Duke awards Radziwill 

numerous lands for helping him 

survive a plot he helped plan.

His son Mikolaj divided these 

lands among his four sons. The 

locations included Birzai and 

Kedainiai.

Jerzy Radziwill 

of Birze

(1480-1541)

Mikolaj V Czarny 

Radziwill (the Black) 

Of Nieswiez & Kedainiai 

(1512-1584)

Mikolaj IV 

Radziwill

(the Red) 

(1515-1565)

Krzysztof II Radziwill

(1585-1640)

Numerous Radziwill family members served as Prime 

Minister (Grand Chancellor) , Army Commander 

(Hetman), Palatine of Vilnius, head of the Council of 

Lords, and head (Grand Marshall) of the royal court.

Color Code

MAGENTA = Era of building religious freedom guarantees.                 

YELLOW = Era of sheltering talent from abroad who are 

suffering religious persecution. 

Mikolaj Krzsyztof Radziwill

(Sierotka – the Orphan) 

Of Nieswiez 

(1549-1616)

Wojciech 

Radziwill

(Bishop of 

Vilnius) 

(1476-1519)

START

Chart Shows Eight Generations of Radziwill Leaders
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Positive & Negative Views of 
Radziwills

• Catholic, Polish, Lithuanian, Jewish views

• 500 year continuation of the Catholic 
Branches down to today (Prince Radziwill 
married Jackie Kennedy’s sister, Lee Bouvier) –
explain why title of Prince – it’s from Holy 
Roman Emperor originally.

• Polish Secy. Of State in mid-20th Century
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1588 GUARANTEE OF RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM

Third Statute of Lithuania (1588) 
(An earlier, less permanent, version was implemented in 1562)

“In our country there exist large differences in the 
understanding of Christianity. 

Thus we want to prevent any conflicts and wars 
between our people, which we so clearly observe in 
other kingdoms. 

Therefore, we have decided for this reason to forever 
keep the peace in the country and not spill human 
blood in our churches.”
– Nobles  were guaranteed the right to choose their own 

religion – not even the king could change this.
– All churches were intended to be “undisturbed.”
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Was Lithuania Actually Tolerant
in 1600s?  (Eyewitness account)

• Quote from a religious visitor (early 1600s) – from Andrej Kotljarchuk

• By Eliazar Gilbert, minister to Janusz Radziwill and preacher to 
the Scottish congregation in Kedainiai, wrote about the 
tradition of tolerance that existed in Lithuania, and which was 
unusual in Europe:

• “The great City of Vilna … There be also therein many 
Religious professed and tolerated. Where unto also belong 
many Churches and places of Divine worship, as a Synagogue 
to the Jews, where of there be many thousands in this City; a 
Ruthenian [Orthodox] Church to the Rusins; a Mahometan 
Church to the Tartarians; a Church to the Lutherans; … all 
which do enjoy their exercise of Religion without trouble or 
interruption…” Also mentioned are Calvinist and Romish 
*Roman Catholic+…”
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The Nature of
Tolerance
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Tolerance
Two basic approaches

Positive (absolute) and negative (conditional) tolerance

NEGATIVE examples: 

• John Locke – no tolerance for atheists

• Gropius – prohibited Christians from converting to Judaism

• Jan Kiszka (powerful moderate Lithuanian Unitarian) --
suppressed ideas of more radical Polish Unitarians (Socinians)

POSITIVE examples:

• Unitarians – genius for tolerance --
– Tolerance is absolute – must listen to other beliefs, even within

Unitarian congregations

• Many allies among exiled liberal Protestants across Europe
– Mennonites, Hussites, Anabaptists, etc. (1600 Treatise on Tolerance)1/12/2011 55



WHAT IS TOLERANCE

• Two basic meanings used:
– To actively listen to opposing views within the 

same super-tradition (e.g. all Protestants).
[The liberal/radical Protestant approach in 
Holland, Transylvania, Poland, and Lithuania]

– Not to restrict the practice of religious beliefs 
different in some way from the established 
national or local tradition(s).  [John Locke 
approach]
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JOHN LOCKE QUOTE ON TOLERATION 
OF ATHEISTS

A Letter Concerning Toleration (1689), 
Page 50, advocating not tolerating atheists:

After having supported public toleration of all religions in society, Locke proposes the following 
guideline regarding non-believers:

Lastly, those are not at all to be tolerated who deny the being of a God. 
Promises, covenants, and oaths, which are the bonds of a human society, can have no hold 

upon an atheist.”

“The taking away of God, though but even in thought, dissolves all; besides also, those that by 
their atheism undermine and destroy all religion, can have no pretense of religion 
whereupon to challenge the privilege of a toleration.”

Note: By contrast, Unitarians in Renaissance Transylvania (and elsewhere) guaranteed free 
speech within the church community, regarding theology and other matters. This specifically 
included the right to express advocacy of atheism and still remain a full member of the 
Unitarian community.
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C.P. Snow, Truth, and Tolerance

C. P. Snow Observation
“The only ethical principle which has made science possible is 

that the truth shall be told all the time.”
– C. P. Snow quote from the science novel, The Search, as paraphrased by 

Dorothy L. Sayers in the Lord Peter Wimsey detective novel, Gaudy Night.

The companion principle from the Dutch Treatise on 
Tolerance (Peter Qvist,1600) and recent scholarship on Early 
Christian Church Communities is that the truth must be 
listened for all the time (e.g. in views of others different from 
your own).
– Paraphrase of the research of Dr. Jeremy Bangs (Pilgrim Hall-Leiden), and, 

separately, Prof. Karen King (Harvard Divinity School)
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Lithuania and Tolerance:
Complicated History / Simple Story

• Over the early years, Lithuanian leaders became instinctively tolerant, 
from :
– The teachings of their pagan religion and 
– their positive experience in working with peoples different from them.

• During the transition to a modern, formal  constitutional state, sweeping 
religious liberties were written into the framework, and were carefully 
honored.
– This was back near the time of the Spanish Armada, in 1562-1588, and 

occurred only 75 years since Columbus discovered America, which had led to 
vast human exploitation and destruction of indigenous peoples in the 
Americas.

– This was also when Jews and Muslims were expelled from Spain, as they had 
been from England 400 years earlier.

• European-wide Refuge: When other countries, on a large, persecuted 
their peoples because of religious beliefs during the Reformation, 
immigration to large parts of Lithuania was offered to those oppressed 
(regardless of religion) and a chance to grow economically.
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Unitarianism
in

Lithuania
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1600 Treatise on Tolerance
• 1600 T.O.T. was a group effort –

– of theological liberals/radicals from all over Europe.

– including rich and frequent input from  Socianians -- the Racow, Poland-
based Unitarian study community.

• The Racovian Catechism was an advanced, radical summary statement 
of beliefs (Protestant) by  the Socianians. It is considered by Unitarian 
scholars today as their crowning achievement. (Note: Beliefs of 
Lithuanian Unitarians were varied.)

1/12/2011 61



BALTIC

SEA

Poland
(Polish Brethren -

Socinians in Rakow)

Slavic

Transylvania
Magyar

Lithuania
(Lithuanian Brethren)

Balto

Holland
Leiden, Amsterdam
(Mennonites, Hussites, 

Pilgrim leader George 

Robinson, etc.)

Exiles

Hussites

Slavic

Developing a Formal Theory of Tolerance in 1600 --

Pan-European Collaborative Network of Liberal Philosophers

and Theologians

Main Path of 

Exchange

Unitarian

Tolerant  

State 

(1568)

Blue 

indicates

Unitarian 

Scholars

ATLANTIC 

OCEAN

Pilgrims Bound For 

America

English
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Development of Unitarianism
1453-1794

Italy
Ottoman 

Empire

Spain

Lithuania

Transylvania

Sicily

Poland

England
America

Sabbatarians 

and Jews from 

Russia

Fall of 

Byzantine Empire

(Constantinople)

Ancient Books from 

Byzantine Empire

(Church history and 

Classic literature)

(1453)

Joseph Priestley organizes an English 

formulation of Unitarian Churches in both 

England and America (1794) 

Convergence of Unitarian movements 

from both East and West in Lithuania 

(1500-1700)

Highest development of Tolerance, but 

shorter duration (1568)

Unitarian Leaders re-group in Lithuania 

after destruction of Rakow Center in 1638.

Boguslaw Radziwill assumes role of 

Unitarian Protector, in Lithuania.

Ancient

Books

News & 

Ancient

Books

Faustus Socinus 

moves from Italy

(mid-1500s)

Michael Servetus (Spain) goes to Univ of Padua 

(medicine, heart, Copernicus, etc) and also (later) 

publishes first Unitarian-oriented commentaries (early 

to mid-1500s)

Unitarian Ambassador to 

Transylvania from Lithuania 

appointed following 1638

Unitarian ideas influence Founding Fathers 

(Adams, Jefferson, Tom Paine, etc) (1589)

John Locke 

writes about 

Lithuanian and 

other ideas and 

experiences 

with Tolerance

Holland
After banishment, some ministers and scholars of 

the Lithuanian Brethren and Polish Brethren left 

Holland for America, where they founded the 

Unitarian Church movement. (c.1668)
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Contributions of Unitarians to 
Lithuania

Unitarians served as: 
• A think-tank to government in developing policy

(for liberal noble faction including the Protestant Radziwills, who were 
prime ministers, military commanders, and head of the royal court).
– Statesmen (ambassadors) and high-level managers of property
– Religious/philosophical expression of social and theological values.

• Full members participating in the Lithuanian Protestant Union
– Debating and determining national policies (the Union usually controlled a 

majority of the Senate’s noble votes in alliance with the Eastern Othodox 
senators) 

– Sharing resources (when needed) with other Protestant denominations --
usually Calvinists or Lutherans – typically buildings, teachers, or ministers.

• Nobles ruling in various towns of the country.
• Advocates for deeper relationships with Sweden because of that country’s 

role as a modern Protestant power with some tolerant practices.
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Potential Future for Unitarianism in 
Lithuania

• The characteristics of emerging post-Soviet Lithuania, when combined 
with Lithuania’s distinguished Renaissance and Pre-Renaissance 
implementation of tolerance, are such that motivated Lithuanians could 
develop their own forms of collaborative Unitarian subcultures with a 
national and Baltic awareness.

• These would be roughly parallel to our own American sub-denominations 
of humanists, liberal Protestants, neo-pagans, and Eastern Philosophy-
oriented intellectuals. All are present today. To the mix should be added 
some form of Catholic (and also of Eastern Orthodox) inspired 
cultural/spiritual sensitivity and subculture.

• The liberal and diverse Lithuanian institution that emerges will have 
capacity to balance the traditional, homogeneous, and ethically rooted 
existing Unitarian community in Transylvania (Romania). 

• It will ultimately serve as both a cultural contrast and a source of security 
and support in Eastern Europe for the struggling Transylvanian community.

• Both countries have traditionally served as cultural and economic bridges 
between the civilizations of East and West – one situated in the North, one 
in the South. 
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FUTURE BALANCED TRIANGLE
OF UNITARIAN DEVELOPMENT
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BRIDGE FOR UNITARIAN 
EAST-WEST DEVELOPMENT

• HELP BRIDGE RECENT RISE OF UNITARIAN 
MOVEMENTS IN NON-PROTESTANT CULTURES 
HAVING NO TIE TO REFORMATION FOCAL POINTS 
(Unlike Transylvania, Hungary, and Czech Republic)

– Indonesia (Catholic and Moslem)

– Africa (Burundi – French Catholic)

• These cultures rather refer back to Early 
Christian Church models (as in Karen King’s 
description) for freedom and progressive 
values
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International UU Today 
Partial –

Those  represented at GA 2010
A – Protestant Reformation Heritage: US/Canada**, UK, 
Transylvania, Hungary

B – Catholic: Burundi, Indonesia

C – Mixed Tradition:  Mexico
(Liberal European 19th Century Philosophy influence)

D – India: Indigenous 
(Liberal Christian? And other diverse strands)

*Unitarians in these Third-World countries all include the 
word “Christian” in their national church titles, for 
“stability” and “credibility.”

**and also Humanist, Buddhist, Neo-Pagan, etc1/12/2011 68



Music
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Estonia Radio

• My encounter with them in 2000 was spurred 
by my awareness of a clear sense of tolerance 
by the station’s programmers.

• Later I became one of their periodic guest 
hosts for late-evening eclectic music 
broadcasts – these shows were very popular 
with the Estonian creative community.

• Through email with the station director, I 
learned about each major Estonian composer, 
and would start to include them, one by one, 
in my programs.1/12/2011 70



Estonian Contemporary Composers

• Veljo Tormis (modern choral dramatic treatments of 
ancient folk songs)

• Erkki-Sven Tuur (post-modern symphonic, 
accomplished in both classical and rock, a world-class 
composer)

• Arvo Part (modern ambient/textured spiritual music 
based on Orthodox themes.

• Kirile Loo (ancient forest music in assertive jazz-like 
syncopated treatments)

• Mirjam Tally (avant garde, use of Estonian folk 
instruments,  theatrically styled themes of young 
people’s relationships)1/12/2011 71



Estonia Radio – Music Program Broadcasts
(Herb Klitzner, 2001-2003)

PROGRAMS

• Gateway

• Thanksgiving Roots / 
Internet Fantasies

• Atmospheres

• Rainbow: Color of Hope

• Winter Garden

• Thoreau and the City

• Song Forest

• Tallinn – Estonia-Radio 
Studio Interview

• Hiiumaa Island --
Outdoor Interview

1/12/2011 72



Winter Garden 
(Music Program Excerpt, 2002)
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Break
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Small Group Activity
Before Workshop starts, or during break:

1. Pick a book that looks interesting

2. Note the author and date

3. Browse the book

4.Find a paragraph (section) of interest

5. After intermission: Pair with someone –

share and discuss (for about 5 min.)
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THE HISTORIANS

(THE HEROES)
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Prof. Andrej Kotljarchuk
(Ukraine/Sweden)

• In the Shadows of 
Poland and Russia: 
The Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania  (GDL) and 
Sweden in the 
European Crisis of 
the mid-17th Century

• The integrator of 
Unitarian,  Jewish, 
and Radziwill history 
within GDL history
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Stanislas Lubieniecki
(Poland/Lithuania - Unitarian)

• History of the Polish 
Reformation (HPR)
Written 1662-1675, covering 
Unitarian history in Poland and some 
in Lithuania during the period 
c. 1540-c. 1661

• Famous family of Polish 
Unitarians for generations.

• Was the trusted Radziwill-appointed 
diplomat that  discussed the 
possibility of new alignments with the 
King  of Sweden

• Given refuge in Lithuania (1638) and 
later in Hamburg (after exile in 1661).
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George Huntston Williams
(American/Harvard – UU Minister)

• Lived 1914-2000

• Son of famous UU minister

• Mentor to John Buehrens
at Harvard Divinity School.
John was his Research Asst. for RR, 2nd Edition.

• The Radical 
Reformation, 
3 editions: 
1962, 1983, 2000

• HPR - Translation & 
Interpretation (1995) –
Monumental Effort

• Article: Protestants in 
the Ukraine During the 
Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth 
(1978 – Harvard 
Ukrainian Studies)1/12/2011 80



Mystery of the Missing Radziwills

• There is zero mention in 1575 HPR (by 
Lubieniecki, etc.) of 1600s Radziwills, despite:

– The universally recognized role of Boguslaw and 
Janusz Radziwill as the primary Protectors of 
Unitarian rights and interests

– Their gift of refuge to the Polish Unitarian leaders 
after they were expelled from their center in 
Racow, Poland, in 1638

– Their granting of senior-level jobs to Racow 
leaders as ambassadors to Sweden, Transylvania, 
and Saxony, or managers of some Radziwill lands

1/12/2011 81



Earl Morse Wilbur

• Our Unitarian Heritage (1925)
– This Book was commissioned by the 

Religious Education Dept. of AUA 
(predecessor to the UUA), for use in 
Religious Education at junior high 
level.

– This was first UU history to cover 
both American and European UU 
history in one book.

• The History of Unitarianism 
(1945/1952) – footnoted history 
(research-level treatment)

• Organizer and First Dean (later 
President) of  the
Pacific Unitarian School (later 
named Starr King School for the 
Ministry)

• Lived 1866-1556

• Original field was languages

• Later traveled to many foreign sites
to research UU history1/12/2011 82



Tolerance
Peter Kvist, Faustus Socinus, Jeremy Bangs

• 1600 Treatise on 
Tolerance (Peter Kvist, 
et al) (c. 1600)

• Racovian Catechism
(Faustus Socinus, et al)
(c. 1600)

• Pilgrim Antiquities in 
Leiden (Holland) –
(Jeremy Bangs, 
Museum, c. 2000-
present) – see picture
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Tolerance – Early Christian Churches
Karen King (Harvard Divinity School)

• The Gospel of Mary of 
Magdala: Jesus and the 
First Woman Apostle, 
2003 

• Early core member of  
“Jesus Seminar” modern 
biblical text analysis 
movement, with 
thousands of supporters 
and listeners/learners.
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Karen King on the Roots of Democracy, 
Tolerance, and Responsibility

According to Karen King, Democracy as a value and practice first grew out 
of constructive dialogue between varied individual early Christian 
churches, each holding fragments of messages attributed to a 
resurrected Jesus/Holy Spirit, and searching for more. 

Here is a quotation from p.189, at the close of her book (underlining is mine):

• “The Gospel of Mary *of Magdala+ instead suggests that the story of the gospel 
is unfinished. Christian doctrine and practice are not fixed dogmas that one 
can only accept or reject; 

• Rather, Christians are required to step into the story and work together to 
shape the meaning of the gospel in their own time.

• Because human passion and love of the world incline people to error, 
discerning the truth requires effort, and it insists that communities of faith 
take responsibility for how they appropriate tradition in a world too often 
ruled by powers of injustice and domination.”
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Mary Grazina Slavenas
Canisius College – Lithuanian Protestant History 

• The Protestant Minority 
Churches in Lithuania 
1919-1940
(Lituanus – Lithuanian 
Quarterly Journal of 
Arts and Sciences, 
Chicago, 1997) 
– Associate Editor, 
Lituanus staff (see 
stained glass symbol)
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Aida Savicka
Editor/Researcher of Contemporary 

Lithuanian Culture Trends

• Lithuanian Identity and 
Values  (2007), editor

Contains Articles on:

• Trend toward more interest 
in religion (vs. opposite 
trend across most of EU)

• Past 200 years of searches 
for roots --primarily were 
looking into Hindu culture
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Imre Gellerd  
Transylvanian Unitarian Minister and 

Historical/Theological Interpreter
& Judit Gellerd (daughter, translator, UU minister)

• A Burning Kiss From God To 

Preach Truth:  Four Centuries of 
Transylvanian Unitarian Preaching 
(Center for Free Religion, 1990)  
(analysis of intellectual-spiritual 
development  during 400 years of 
sermons)

• Also, by Prof. Mihaly Balasz:  
Ferenc David and Early 
Unitarianism in Transylvania
(A history of Francis David, 
translated by Judit Gellerd)
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Rabbi Jacob Raisin
(Reform Jewish Rabbi/Historian,

researching/writing c. 1898 - 1948)
• The Haskalah Movement 

In Russia (1909)

– Covers Greater Russia, 
including Lithuania and 
part of Poland

• Gentile Reactions To 
Jewish Ideals  (1948)

– completed & published 
posthumously, in 1953

– describes 3000 years of 
conversions to Judaism1/12/2011 89



Steven Waldman
Founder of Beliefnet

• Founding Faith: How Our 
Founding Fathers Forged a 
Radical New Approach to 
Religious Liberty
– Describes how few the instances 

of colonial religious liberty were 
from 1620 to 1789 – an average 
of only 15% of colonies at any 
one time!  

– The Constitution and First 
Amendment created a radical 
change .

• Senior Advisor to the Chairman of 
the FCC, charged with developing 
“new thinking” to ensure the 
“information vitality of our 
democracy.”1/12/2011 90



1600-1661

• Overview

• Some already covered in Part 1 (J&J quick 
overview)

• HPR, Refuge, exile

1/12/2011 91



Genealogy of Key Radziwill Rulers

Krzysztof Oscik

(late 1300s to 1442)

Radziwill [first name]

(early 1400s to 1477)

Mikolaj

I [Nicholas] Radziwill

(died 1510)

Mikolaj II 

Radziwill

of Goniadz

(1470-1522)

Barbara Radziwill

(1510-1551)

Queen of Poland

Jan Mikolaj 

Radziwill of Olyka/

Nieswiez 

(died 1522)

Janusz II Radziwill

(1612 -1655)

Boguslaw Radziwill

(1620-1669)

Janusz I Radziwill

(1579-1620)

Krzysztof Radziwill

(The Thunderbolt)

(1547-1603)

Keeper of Royal 

Castle in Vilnius

Grand Duke awards Radziwill 

numerous lands for helping him 

survive a plot he helped plan.

His son Mikolaj divided these 

lands among his four sons. The 

locations included Birzai and 

Kedainiai.

Jerzy Radziwill 

of Birze

(1480-1541)

Mikolaj V Czarny 

Radziwill (the Black) 

Of Nieswiez & Kedainiai 

(1512-1584)

Mikolaj IV 

Radziwill

(the Red) 

(1515-1565)

Krzysztof II Radziwill

(1585-1640)

Numerous Radziwill family members served as Prime 

Minister (Grand Chancellor) , Army Commander 

(Hetman), Palatine of Vilnius, head of the Council of 

Lords, and head (Grand Marshall) of the royal court.

Color Code

MAGENTA = Era of building religious freedom guarantees.                 

YELLOW = Era of sheltering talent from abroad who are 

suffering religious persecution. 

Mikolaj Krzsyztof Radziwill

(Sierotka – the Orphan) 

Of Nieswiez 

(1549-1616)

Wojciech 

Radziwill

(Bishop of 

Vilnius) 

(1476-1519)

START

Chart Shows Eight Generations of Radziwill Leaders
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Why Did Dr. John Johnstone in Leiden, Holland Dedicate His 
Life’s Work – An Encyclopedia of the Natural Sciences (1633) --

to a Far-Away Wealthy Family in Lithuania?
_______________________________________________

– The Radziwills' extensive net of international contacts 
was illustrated by their patronage of well-known Scottish 
scientists such as John Johnstone.  [i.e. persecuted 
Calvinists]

– In 1640, Johnstone held the chair of medicine at the 
University of Leiden, where he tutored many students 
from the GDL.

– In 1633, he published his life's work, the 
Thaumatographia naturalis - an encyclopaedic 
compendium of the knowledge of the natural sciences, 
which the author dedicated to Boguslaw and Janusz 
Radziwill.
(From Andrej Kotljarchuk, 2006)
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BIRZAI

• Lake  Sirvena (created approx 1586)              

• Radziwill Castle

1/12/2011 94



KEDAINIAI
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University of Tartu (Estonia) 
Founded 1632 by Swedish Empire –

It Has Been Open To All Religions and Nationalities 
for the Past 378 Years

• Founder – Gustavus Adolphus the Great
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Unrestricted Universities of the 
Swedish Empire (TARTU, 1632)

• Gustavus Adolphus the Great founded a Chain of Imperial Swedish 
Universities in Eastern Europe

– Note: This was accomplished via efforts of his former tutor, Johan Skytte, Swedish Governor of 
Livonia. Skytte’s mother, Maria Neaf, was Scottish in origin.

• No restriction by ethnic group or religion.
• Modern, science-oriented, efficient methods.
• Purpose was to train people to run the Empire (like Rome did).
• University of Tartu (Dorpat, Livonia, now part of Estonia) –

3500 published articles each year (around 1900).
• Operated by German academics for Russia in 19th Century. 
• 1921 – hired Prof. Jacobson, a famous linguist, when Leningrad University 

rejected him because he was Jewish.
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Reformation Change
Relative Distances Traveled from Catholicism 

by Protestant Groups

LutheranCatholic
Calvinist 

(Reformed)

Radical Reformation

Unitarian/

Anabaptist etc (50)

POLAND

EXAMPLES:

SWEDEN LITHUANIA TRANSYLVANIA

Note: In the period 1620-1660, Sweden (and others) attempted to 

unify the Protestant movements of Europe in a planning alliance for 

action, culture, and territory. Lithuania had already developed a 

prototype, the Lithuanian (Protestant) Union, within the country.
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Unitarian 
Communities in 

Lithuania
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BALTIC ROOTS / UUCSR COMMUNITY
A few selected individuals, primarily whose parents were from Baltic region

• Reva  - Vilna, Lithuania

• Al (Algirdes) – Vilna, Lith.

• Herb - Lithuania & Belarus

– Birzai, Lithuania 

– Klaipeda [Memel], Lith.

– Hrodna /Vilkavisk, Belarus

• Stanley - Lithuania

• Maija – Zemgale
province in South of 
Latvia, near city of 
Jeekabpils

• Ina (Russia) - with 
several deep 
experiences in Estonia

• Jim – Pinsk, Belarus
(Eastern Orthodox heritage)

• Cristal – North Germany
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MAIJA

• My family is originally from the Latvian province of Zemgale, 
in south central Latvia, in an agricultural region southwest of 
the city of Jeekabpils. 

• They spoke a dialect of Latvian called Seelish. Yes, my mom 
and dad were Lutheran. It was the Latvian Lutheran Church 
that found us an American sponsor. 

• This enabled my mother and me to emigrate to the US around 
1950, when I was four years old. My father passed away in 
the refugee camp where I was born, Itzehoe in Schleswig-
Holstein in Germany. 

• Unitarian Universalist teachings reflect the same values as 
the teachings of Jesus which were taught in the Latvian-
Lutheran Church. We have a long-standing wish to visit Latvia 
and visit the places my mother spoke of.
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Herb‘s Grandparents
Three Ethnic Regions

• Memel (Klaipeda) -
Germanic

• Hrodna District
(Village -Vilkavisk) –
Ruthenian (Slavic)

• Birzai , in Samogetia Region 
- Lithuanian
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The European/Swedish intellectual idea of founding a colony of “Antilia” 
– a land where all Protestant refugees could live together

• Comenius, Hartlib and John Durie were, at this point, the spiritual leaders of 
Protestant Europe. 
– They dreamed of a single unified Church between the Lutheran and Reformed 

branches, under the patronage of the Swedish Crown.378

– The GDL was given a significant place in these plans.
– The interest in Lithuania was caused by the existence, there, of a church 

organization, which united Protestants of all denominations. 
– This was seen as a prototype for a future, unified Protestant Europe.379 

• Sweden had been interested in the preparation of plans for a great Evangelical 
Alliance that would serve as a counterweight to the Catholic counter-
reformation.380The brother of Karl X Gustav, Adolf Johan av Pfalz, was a 
supporter of this unification of Protestants.381
– The idea of founding the colony of Antilia – a land where all Protestant refugees 

could live together – made up a considerable part of Comenius’s, Hartlib’s and 
Durie’s philosophy. 

– Hartlib, the central figure in the proposal of a utopian brotherhood, had many 
correspondents among the Lithuanian Lutherans.382 

– One of the projects was to found the colony in one of the Radziwills’ cities.  
(Koljarchuk, 2006, p.79-80)1/12/2011 103



Dispersal of Unitarian and other Protestant leaders following the 
defeat of tolerance by the Counter-Reformation (1658)

Lithuanian and Polish Brethren [Unitarians]:

• Unitarians were banished and went to friendly Protestant countries.
• Some left Holland for America, where they founded the Unitarian Church [in 

America].
• Others settled in (Protestant) Prussia where Boguslaw Radziwill was now made 

Duke. Their congregations continued until around 1800.

Scottish Calvinists, who the Radziwills had hosted for 50 years:

• In 1659, Alexander Carolius Curtius, an alumnus of the Kedainiai gymnasium was 
appointed schoolmaster of the very first school in New York.” (Kotljarchuk, 2006, 
p.274)

– His family was originally from Scotland and was one of the many who benefitted from 
the Radziwill families’ offer of shelter to persecuted Scots, Huguenots, Jews from 
Germany, etc. The list of groups is very long. 

– 130 years later, the ideals of his Kedainiai community were put into action in America 
through the passage of the Bill of Rights.
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America Evolves Away From the Religious Wars of Europe

• Additionally,  the Swedish royal conceptual goal of a land of Antilia which 
would serve as a vast refuge for European Protestants was realized 
piecemeal in America, over the course of 170 years, from 1620 to 1789.

The cumulative effect was to enable American to purify the Antilia 
concept away from partisan religious/political struggle by gradually 
developing non-partisan ideas of freedom and refuge, in place of 
obligating the nation to fight Catholics and promote Protestant interests 
globally. In this respect, they recapitulated the brilliant statecraft (and 
tolerance) of Lithuania in the 1200-1450 period.

• This older goal in Europe, by Sweden, Holland, Lithuania, and German 
states, was filtered out so thoroughly that George Washington could say, 
“This is not a Christian nation” *i.e. meaning also that America is not a 
Protestant nation, and so no sides should be taken in European religious 
power struggles.]
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Influences on American Development
From Unitarians and Calvinist-Huguenot Protestants in 

Lithuania, Poland, Belarus

• Pilgrims, Plimoth Plantation, 1620  (Influence of 1600 Treatise on 
Tolerance on leader George Robinson in Leiden, Holland)

• New York City education, 1659 – first schoolmaster (Protestant from 
multicultural community in Kedainiai)

• Kingston, NY / Ulster County 1661 – Lithuanian and Belarus “Huguenot” 
Settlements

• East Coast Cities, 1660-1670 – Unitarian exiles/communities from 
Lithuania migrate via Holland

• Philadelphia, 1787 – proposed freedom of religion, expression, dissent, 
reflecting Unitarian and other tolerance ideas via John Locke (strongly 
influenced by Lithuanian tolerance practices and positive experience)

• America, 1789-present – immigration refuge for the persecuted, 
regardless of religion (not restricted to Protestants only, even though the 
population majority)
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An Interpretation of the Impact of Lithuanian Tolerance on the Development 
of American Values and Institutions

America became what Progressive Lithuania became a prototype for – a multicultural state with freedom of 
conscience, expanding economic and political power, and the ability to welcome and employ large 
numbers of skilled refugees.

• American values of freedom of religion and freedom of dissent and opposing views, as in science research and political debate, 
has been strengthened, directly or indirectly, at least five times in history by the Lithuanian development and practice of 

tolerance (1550-1650).

– 1609-1620:  Convincing the Pilgrims in Leiden to adopt the practice of religious openness and tolerance – no mandatory 
creed. (Achieved by  Dutch Mennonites and Hussites in concert with Polish/Lithuanian Unitarians who were in general 
protected and supported by the Protestant Radziwills.)

– 1615-1654:   Development of the concept of  creating a land or zone to be headquarters for a Protestant Union, with the 
Swedish King as its protector, and a place to gather in a large body of persecuted Protestants from various Catholic  
controlled lands in Europe.

– 1689:  John Locke  publishes his first letter on tolerance, and (in other documents) cites the Lithuanian example in detail  
to  argue for its benefits and workability.

– 1659-1670:  Unitarian and Calvinist  clergy and teachers come to New York and other parts of America as a refuge from 
the Counter-Reformation in Lithuania, after jobs and, in some cases, citizenship, have been  taken away.

– 1789 and 1794:  Unitarian  and Unitarian-influenced statesmen and scientists play a major role in shaping  the 
Constitution, including guarantees of separation of church and state and freedom of speech. (Thomas Jefferson, John 
Adams, Paul Revere, Tom Paine, etc.). Joseph Priestley  (scientist and Unitarian minister) arrived in 1794 to strengthen 
and  modernize  Unitarian  ideas which  had developed in Poland , Lithuania, and Transylvania .
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CLOSING THOUGHTS

1. Making Connections

For a millennium, Lithuania’s genius was in making connections, internally and internationally.

Lithuania was more interested in creating than destroying –

it never had an Inquisition, even though Poland did.

2.     Breaking Connections

However, the desire of its nobles to Westernize and modernize – to adopt Western ideas and religions 

– increasingly led to a system in which the Lithuanian nobles and kings came to speak Polish, 

German, or Ukrainian, or Russian. 

They could not communicate directly with their own Lithuanian-speaking peasants and workers.

In fact,. the Lithuanian language was never used for official business of state until independence in 

1918. (In the classical years, Ukrainian was used.)

Jews as communication channels between nobles and peasants: 

Because Jewish artisans, were often agents of the nobles (because they had special skills), 

peasants sometimes came to dislike Jews. 

So a tolerant attitude towards Jews on the part of many in the nobility of society led to folkloric 

negative portrayals of Jews among the common people. This is not the same as anti-Semitism, in 

the sense of a desire to persecute – to limit or expel or destroy -- but it is a recurring dislike or 

distrust held among some people and some communities.
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3.     Remembering Connections

But, especially in the “Camelot” cosmopolitan multicultural cities of Birzai and Kedainiai, a 

very different set of attitudes and traditions grew up.

These cities were developed by the tolerance-guided policies of the Radziwill family. 

They became centers of ethnic diversity and respect, and never  fully lost or 

forgot these traditions in 500 years of national change, in spite of control by 

Lithuanian fascist officials and paramilitary groups for  several years before and 

after 1940.
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Poetry
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Music
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Discussion
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DISCUSSION (Sample questions)

• What projects might we propose to Lithuanian 
institutions and researchers, educators, and 
advocates – about values and world UU history?

• Read and exchange papers about articles and 
projects? Do a joint project, including social action?

• Begin the creation of a Unitarian archive relative to 
Lithuania and America?

• Arrange for speakers and a conference here at 
Shelter Rock about these topics? (In 2-3 years)

• Arrange programs with interested young emigres 
from Lithuania and Baltic here at Shelter Rock? (In 1-
2 years). Start planning and talking to people now?1/12/2011 113



A FEW HISTORICAL QUESTIONS

Are there documents in Transylvania or Prussia or early America that explain why the 1600s 
Radziwills were deliberately omitted  from the History of the Protestant Refor,ation (HPR)?

Table of Lithuanian UUs nobles and their characteristics
Why did they become Unitarians?

When/how did Radziwills become Tolerant? – Compare to Transylvanian Edict of Tolerance
Comparison charts (beliefs) – Polish Brethren vs Transylvanians

What happened to the early Lithuanian Unitarians in America (1670?)

Who were the American Unitarians in 1780,  before J.B. Priestley came?

Should we try to become associate members  of historian Andrej Kotljarchuk’s research circle 
that spans European researchers on Lithuanian GDL history from Holland to Sweden to the 

Ukraine, so that we are in the loop?
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TO BE CONTINUED

THANK YOU
FOR COMING TONIGHT!
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Baltic Sea – the Beach

Online Photo by Magdaemila, 2004, “The Beautiful Seaside of Poland”1/12/2011 116


